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In Spain, the inplenmentation of household panels
faces a nunmber of both technical and nethodol ogical
difficulties that in our opinion do not occur or at
| east are less frequent in the Northern and Central
Eur opean countries. W are particularly referring to
sonme |lack of experience in the inplenentation of these

t echni ques, whose practice is still quite new, but above
al | to the persi st ent pr obl ens in the Spanish
statistical system not able yet to reliably supply an
information as basic as, for I nstance the total

popul ation or the nunber of unenployed, |et alone other
data such as the household inconme, the black econony,...
whi ch nowadays it still seenms very far from providing
with a mninmmlevel of realibility.

1. Little experience in Househol d Panel s

In Spain, it can be stated that prior to 1992 no
househol d panel had been carried out. It was precisely
in that year when a private institution (the "Gabinet
d' Estudis Socials") applied the first panel survey to a
representative household sanple of a Spanish region
(Galicia). Nevertheless, it nmust be said that that panel
had been designed with practically an only aim to study
the poverty in that region. Besides, it was not a pane
meant to run many years or "for ever": in fact, in 1993
its second and |ast wave was undertaken. The outcones
were published in Galician in 1995.

The second exanple of an early household panel was
that carried out by the mai n  Spanish Statistical
Agency, the "Instituto Nacional de Estadistica" (INE).



On October 1994, this organisation set in notion the
first househol d panel on a representative sanple
consisting of 8.000 households on national scale. That
panel was inplemented in the framework of an European
Union project trying to obtain honpbgeneous data and
information fromthe famlies and the individuals in the
EU countries and was planned to conprise three waves
(1994/1996). W<th regard to Spain, it is to be said that
there has been no information about its progress and
out cones yet.
2. The data probl ens

In order to carry out househol d panels or any other
studies laying upon data obtained from representative
househol d and/ or popul ati on sanpl es I n a given
territory, it is obviously basic to have reliable recent
conpl ete population statistics. This is the only way to
be able to draw up the sanples and |ater on to contrast
them with the above nentioned reference statistics and
proceeding to make the necessary arrangenents to obtain
qual ity dat a.

However, in general terns it should be said that
popul ation statistics in Spain are rather scarce, that
they are very sparsely published and that their
reliability is at the very |east arguable. Anobngst them
it is worth nentioning the population censuses, which
are carried out every five years. In those years whose
| ast nunber is a 1, they are under the responsibility of
the "Instituto Nacional de Estadistica", while in those
years whose |last nunber is a 6, the nunicipalities are
those to collect al the information related to
popul ati on.

Once the data obtained they are transferred to the
INE for their exploitation and publication on a national



scale. One of the nost serious problens concerning this
source of information is the fact that the data are
published with a lot of delay: even the npst basic
information may be delayed two or three years. |t has
soneti mes happened that a new census was about to start
when some data from the previous one were not exploited
yet.

Anot her of the problens, as it has already been
commented, is the level of data reliability. A nunber of
popul ation studies have shown inportant m stakes in
those data. An exanple of this could be the popul ation
of the province of Orense (North-West of Spain), which
the 1986 census showed to be 400.000 inhabitants and the
1991 one 350.000, while during those five years the
m gratory bal ance had been al nost zero and the natural
increase in population negative but not to such an
extent. It is known that many nunicipalities have their
censuses inflated so as to continue receiving certain
subsidies from the State (in Spain the nunicipalities
are subsi di zed accordi ng to their nunber of
i nhabi tants).

Anot her of the inportant Spani sh  statistical
sources, the Active Population Survey (EPA), also under
the [INE's responsibility, has problenms as well.

According to this source, the Catalan active popul ation
in 1991 was 2.512.000 individuals while according to the
sane year's census it was 2.630.000 individuals. If the
EPA data concerning the Spanish active population (12
mlion of individuals) are conpared with those obtained
from other sources the differences exceed 1 mlion
I ndi vi dual s.

Taking into account all these facts, that is, the
delay in the publication of the censuses data and al so



the m stakes detected in the nobst inportant statistica
sour ces, it is easy to realize the difficulties
encountered when trying to obtain a quality household
sanpl e.

It has also to be enphasized that in Spain, in
contrast with nost of the EU countries, there is not any
regul ar survey on the population inconme. The I|ack of
such an inportant statistical source makes it i npossible
to conpare the sanple used with that in the poverty
panel .

3. The bl ack econony and ot her probl ens

In Spain, the black econony also represents a
difficulty when trying to inplenment a poverty panel.
Al t hough there is no fully reliable information about
the extent and the inportance of this phenonenon, sone
research studi es have pointed out that the black econony
m ght represent between 10% and 15% of the &G oss
Donestic Product. The poverty study carried out by the
"Gabinet d'Estudis Socials" in 1989 within the framework
of the Il European Programme to Conbat Poverty on a
sanple of 3.000 households showed that 12% of the
Catal an households interviewed sonmewhat resorted to
bl ack econony.

It is <clear that Dblack econony represents a
di sturbing elenment when contrasting the social and
econom ¢ situations in the sanple with the official
statistics and/or the macroeconomc indicators of
Nat i onal Accounting Needs. In addition to this, famlies
that to sone extent depend on black econony are often
afraid of answering questions about their source of
i ncone and even when they do, they do not probably tel
all the truth.



The fact of black econony forces a specific design
of the questionnaire and a careful training of the
interviewers so as to obtain reliable information of
this phenonenon. Although in the research studies on
poverty in Catalonia and Galicia (1992/1993), black
econony was taken into account both when drawi ng up the
guestionnaire and when training the interviewers, it is
very difficult to assess the truthfulness of the data
obtained, since there are not any other independent
sources wth which to conpare them

Anot her fact sonmewhat related with black econony is
the inconme concealnment and the tax fraud done by a
nunber of self-enployed and enployers. 1In the |[ast
years, for instance, the average incone declared by both
t hose professionals has been paradoxically under that of
the salaried population. It seenms obvious that when
asked about their incones the figures they give are
under the real ones.

4. Farmng activities as a problem to neasure
i ncone

Anot her inportant problem in the inplenentation of
poverty panels in Spain concerns the population whose
main activity lays in the agricultural sector. Farm ng
activities, which in Spain enploy 10% of the working
popul ati on, are very unequally distributed 1in the
different regions. In the case of Galicia, for instance,
nmore than 20% of the enployed people are farm workers.
In nost cases they are small famly farns that produce
very little noney as nobst of their output is destined to
honme consunpti on.



An econom ¢ assessnent of both this production and
honme consunption, as well as of the tine spent in this
kind of activity, is not easy. First of all, npbst of the
heads of the household or the individuals with small
farms of their own do not know how to calculate their
net income. In general, farnmers know quite well the
gross inconme they obtain from selling their products,
but are |less aware of |abour costs, |et alone the value
to assign to home consunption. Besides, in contrast with
sal aried workers, farnmers do not receive nonthly wages.
In agriculture, besides, both the incone that results
from the production sold in markets and what is hone
consuned depend on the kind of the products, which
experience a | ot seasonal differences

This fact conplicates even nobre the design of the
guestionnaire to apply to this type of activities. 1In
the case of the poverty panel that the GES carried out
in Galicia in 1992/1993, it was necessary to apply a
speci fic questionnaire for the househol ds or individuals
enployed in their own farnms. In this questionnaire, farm
owners were asked about the kind and the yearly anpunts
of the products they grew, their nonetary value and the
part of the production devoted to honme consunption. They
were also questionned about the total annual farm
expendi tures -purchase of seeds and nedicines for the
i vestock, veterinary expenses, wages, anortizations,
machi nery repairs, etc.-. In order to calculate their
net incones, all those ampunts had to be deducted from
the sum of the sales value plus hone consunption.

Even so, the experience in the application of such
a questionnaire to the farm population in Galicia showed
that the information obtained through this nethodol ogy
is of |l ower quality than 1in the ~case of other
popul ations. In addition to the tiredness that the



people interviewed experienced as a result of an
unavoi dably long questionnaire, often they did not
accurately remenber their sales incones or their
consunpti ons thoughout a whole year. That explains why
the outputs tend to be approxi nate.

In order to reduce these difficulties, it would be
necessary to be able to interview these self-enployed
popul ations nmore than once per year. This was not the
case of this sanple, which was nonitored only once by
year, that is, with the sane periodicity than in the
case of not farm populations. Intervals of 3 nonths (4
times a year) would perhaps be sufficient to get nore
reliable data with regard to farnmers i ncone.



